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B-3439 - B-3450 c.1840-1900 
1138-1108 S. Charles St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The west side of the 1100 block of S. Charles St. was originally 
improved with groups of two story plus attic and small three story, two 
bay wide, ..gable-roofed houses that served as combination residential/ 
commercial structures. Only a few of these survive in their original 
exterior form (1134 and 1124 S. Charles St., which are two story plus attic 
houses, and 1114 and 1116 S. Charles St., which are three story, gable-roofed 
houses), the remainder having been enlarged and remodeled after the Civil 
War to a full three stories in height with shed roofs and bracketed cornices. 
All currently still serve a combined residential/commercial function. 1118-1120 
S. Charles St. is a large three story, four bay wide brick building with shed 
roof and stepped roofline. The facade has been faced with cut stone and there 
is both brownstone and stamped sheet metal, Classical Revival style trim. This 
structure was built around the turn of the century to serve as a department 
store, as it still does today. 
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This pair of three story, two bay brick buildings with shed roofs and 
bracketed cornices represent enlargements of the original gable roofed houses 
that were built on this site in the 1840's and formed part of a group of such 
houses extending along this side of Charles St. The first floor areas of 
both buildings have been converted into store-fronts. 

The buildings are three stories in height, 15' wide, and occupy lots 148' 
deep. Each house has a two story, two bay rear addition. 1128 S. Charles has 
a later one story high, five bay deep addition; 1130 Si Charles has an extra 
two story high, one bay deep addition, followed by a two story high, one bay 
deep frame addition and a one story high, two bay deep frame addition. The 
buildings are constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a 
continuous stamped sheet metal cornice, consisting of a deeply projecting crown 
molding set over a row of egg-and-dart designs and a lower molding strip. Five 
brackets (for the pair of houses) support the cornice and connect it to a lower 
molding strip. The two end brackets terminate at their upper edges in plain, 
rounded "anthemions." The brick freize area formed between the cornice and the 
lower molding strip is punctuated by four punched metal ventilating panels. 
Each house has a rear end chimney located at the west end of the first two 
bays of the rear addition. 

1128 S. Charles St. has a new brick facade which has covered the original 
window lintels. The second and third floor window openings at 1130 S. Charles 
St. have segmentally arched brick lintels with scroll-sawed tympanums. The 
sills on both houses are rustic stone. All of the window openings are filled 
with 1/1 double hung sash. The first floor areas of both houses have been 
converted into store-fronts. That at 1128 S. Charles is modern with a new 
brick facade and a cornice of aluminum siding. One flush door and one panel 
door flank a new window set centrally in the facade. At 1130 S. Charles St. the 
store-front has a late Victorian glass and panel door set beneath a ̂single light 
transom, set diagonally to the facade in the southernmost bay of the building. 
A three-sided projecting plate glass shop window set on a paneled wooden base 
is located to the right of the door. A cornice consisting of a deeply 
projecting crown molding set above a row of dentils and a plain freize area runs 
across the entire store-front and is supported by one carved bracket at its 
southern end. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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See under 1134 S. Charles St. 

These house are representative of a fairly large number of houses in the Federal 
Hill area that were originally built in the 1840's and 1850's as gable-roofed houses 
but which were remodeled after the Civil War in the currently fashionable, Victorian 
style, with the front roof gable being raised and rebuilt as a shed roof, and a modern 
bracketed cornice added. This pair of houses seems to have been built as two story, 
gable-roofed houses, or perhaps, two story plus attic houses, similar to the neighboring 
house at 1126 S. Charles St. 

The houses were built by William Coale on land leased to him in 1836 by Alexander 
Gould.-'- The houses are particularly interesting for the fact that Coale sold both 
houses, in 1840-41, to free colored men. He sold 1128 S. Charles St. to a Henry Johnson, 
a drayman, for $600 and Johnson lived here until 1845. Coale sold 1130 S. Charles St. 
to a David Chaplin, also a drayman.2 The house stayed in Chaplin's family after he died, 
passing to an Alfred B. Prout who married his widow. Prout, a carter, retained the 
house until 1885, when he sold the property to James Graham, who already owned 1128 
S. Charles St.3 It was Graham, then, who enlarged and remodeled the houses, living in 
1128 S. Charles St. and selling 1130 to a John Schikner, who had a stove store at 
this location.4 Graham was the clerk of the Cross St. Market. 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 278, Folio 95 

2Ibid., Liber TK 296, Folio 535; ED 96, Folio 392; Baltimore City Directory, 1840-1, 1842 

3lbid., Liber ED 96, Folio 393; Liber JB 1068, Folio 145; B.C.P., 1858-59, 1880 

4Ibid., Liber JB 1107, Folio 75; B.C.P., 1886, 1887 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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